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India uranium deal will fuel proliferation: New report

A report released today highlights serious risks with the federal government’s plan to allow uranium sales to India. Launched on the 62nd anniversary of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki, the paper, 'Uranium, India and the Nuclear Non-proliferation Regime' has been prepared for the EnergyScience Coalition. It follows last week's public release of a nuclear agreement between the US and India, and the announcement by foreign minister Alexander Downer that the federal Cabinet will soon discuss proposed uranium sales to India.

Dr Jim Green, EnergyScience Coalition member and co-author of the Briefing Paper, said: "A key problem with proposed uranium exports to India is that it will free up domestic uranium in India for weapons production. This is a theoretical possibility with uranium exports to any nuclear weapons state, but in the case of India it is not just a possible outcome but a likely one."

The report warns of rising tension in a volatile region if the uranium deal goes ahead. "Pakistan resents the selective support for India's nuclear program and is well aware of the potential for civil nuclear trade with India to indirectly facilitate weapons production," Dr Green said. "Uranium and reactor sales to India could spark an escalated nuclear arms race between India and Pakistan. China may increase its support for Pakistan's nuclear program, especially since the US-India agreement is widely perceived to be part of a broader policy of containing China."

"Despite claims to the contrary by Minister Downer, the US-India agreement contains no commitments from India to curb its weapons program. In the past Minister Downer has presented himself as a champion of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. He now has a chance to prove it. He could make uranium sales contingent on India signing and ratifying the Test Ban Treaty. He could also insist on a verified stop to the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons in India," Dr Green said.

The EnergyScience Briefing Paper further identifies that the high risks posed by the uranium deal are not matched by strong returns and demonstrates that if Australia supplied one quarter of India's uranium demand, revenue would amount to just $8.6 million, uranium export revenue would increase by 1.3%, and Australia's export revenue from all products would increase by 0.005%. The uranium industry has reserved its position on proposed exports to India.

The Briefing Paper addresses energy options in India, noting the rapid growth of wind power and the potential for an aggressive program of improved energy efficiency to substitute for all the future power output from nuclear reactors currently being planned in India between now and 2020.

Contact: Jim Green 0417 318 368 <jim.green@foe.org.au>
The Briefing Paper is available at <www.energyscience.org.au>.

The EnergyScience Coalition comprises scientists, engineers and policy experts. It is supported as a community service by the Australian Centre for Science, Innovation and Society at the University of Melbourne.
The EnergyScience Coalition comprises scientists, engineers and policy experts. The Coalition is supported as a community service by the Australian Centre for Science, Innovation and Society at the University of Melbourne.

